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Chapter 4:12-25 

Time in the Triangle 
 

 
• Matthew 4:12-25 

* Someone review last 2 weeks – where are we in the story? 

This passage probably takes place around 11 months after Jesus’ baptism and 40 days in the Desert 

He has turned water into wine in Cana 

He has been to Capernaum, His future home, with His mother and brothers for a short stay 

He has traveled to Jerusalem for Pesach (Passover) where He overturned the tables on the Temple Mount 

He has already spent some time in Samaria where we find the story in John 4 with the woman at the well 

He also has stood up and spoken and been rejected in His home town of Nazareth 

 

And He has not only met but become well acquainted with many of those who would become His 12 disciples 

• John 1:35-51 

Many believe the 2
nd

 of John’s disciples to have been John since he didn’t give his name 

Extremely important here to realize what is going on 

These guys are all friends, at least 3 and possibly 4 are from the same town, Bethsaida, which we will talk about in a 

minute 

They grew up together; they were in Bet Sefar together learning Torah and the Law and the Prophets 

Some of these guys, at least the 2 sets of brothers, appear to have been fishing partners 

• Luke 5:8-10 

 

What do you make of this statement of Andrew’s, I found Messiah? 

Incredible isn’t it…he was absolutely in tune and waiting 

He KNEW THE HEBREW TEXT 

Between ages 5-12, before they were Bar Mitzvahed, they had literally memorized the entire Torah 

If they were serious students and could demonstrate to a Rabbi (which was simply a term for a respected one of the 

community) their unique and committed understanding of the text, they would be asked to be a Telmid, or a disciple 

It was a high honor, and they would spend years simply following them around 

The Rabbi’s worked, but only at a minimum to cover their subsistence needs 

So to be called was 1
st
 a huge honor and 2

nd
 not a call to Business stature but spiritual wisdom and maturity 

Some people say that Jesus’ disciples were the rejects who weren’t asked to follow another Rabbi 

Might be partially true but not completely 

At least a couple of these guys were already called by John the Baptist to follow him and were 

They might have actually been present when Jesus got baptized 

 

Now, let’s turn back to the text for this morning 

• Matthew 4:12 

What do you make of this verse? What is happening? 

Clearly Jesus’ ministry has been on hold 

When Jesus’ mom asks Him to help at the wedding, what does He say? 

“My time has not yet come” 

Jesus, the man, recognizes this event of John’s arrest as the Spirit’s leading and prompting, and He goes 

 

So the next question is not why now, but why here? 

• Matthew 4:12-17 

So why Galilee? 

First reason given is that it was to fulfill prophecy 

So to understand that, we have to understand the prophecy 

• Isaiah 8:22-9:1 

Anyone know what the context for this is? 

- Judah and Israel split years and years before after Solomon 

- They are both stumbling in their walk with God, but Israel far worse 

- In the 700’s BC, Ahaz is King of Judah in South, Rezin King of Aram& is aligned with Pekah, King of Israel 



- Between chapters 7-12, God warns Israel, and Aram in its alignment that He will lay waste to them for their sin 

- And that He will use the King of Assyria, Seneccarib 

• Isaiah 8:5-10 

Naphtali and Zebulun were way North, towards Assyria, and they were laid waste 

The people were carried away in what is termed the Diaspora (the dispersion of the people) 

And Gentile peoples were planted in their place 

For some 600 years they were removed from their land 

Around 150 BC, the Jewish revolts started with the Maccabees and the Hasmoneans 

Messiah like figures poured out in this era 

The Jews also returned from Babylon and Persia, which were used as God’s instrument to punish Judah in the same way 

(Around 100 BC, a clan that had for centuries traced their lineage from King David returned to Nazareth) 

 

So now, with this is mind, let’s reread Matthew’s quote of Isaiah 9:1 

• Matthew 4:15-16 

What does this mean? 

Zebulun and Naphtali, these Northern Israel lands, were dispersed, and their land was dark with pagans 

And suddenly, a Light comes out of the darkness…Messiach! 

 

 

• Matthew 4:17 

The other 3 Gospels use the term, Kingdom of God 

Matthew uses the term Kingdom of Heaven 

Hard for us because we are trained to think of Heaven as a place…have to strike that from your mind 

Kingdom of God and Heaven is the same thing 

Any 1
st
 Century Jew would have known this meant a revolution…and it was 

And there was no separation of Church and State…that would be a ridiculous thought 

A Revolution was of everything! 

Again Jesus grew up in the shadow of these Kingdom movements form the last 150 years 

Unfortunately, ROME had taken the place of Assyria and Babylon 

And the Jews resented it deeply 

 

* Combine thoughts of memorizing Torah with longing for help…Messiach was not a distant thought!!! 

* And they didn’t just want freedom like we would, they wanted it because of what they believed about God 

* Broken by the pagan disregard for Adonai 

* Message from God was, prepare your hearts, your minds, and your souls…REPENT! 

 

30 mile walk from Nazareth to Capernaum, would take a couple days 

* History lesson on Sepphoris = beautiful Hellenistic city, only few miles from Nazareth 

* History lesson on Triangle = Committed Jews 

* Capernaum = largest Synogogue discovered in Israel 

* Bethsaida = in Philip’s territory 

* History lesson on Decapolis = Hellenistic Pagans 

* History lesson of Tiberius = Herodians, actually built on an old cemetery, unclean to Jews 

 Josephus says Antipas even had to force people to live there, grabbed poor people, forced magistrates 

 Later the Talmud was actually put together there 

* History lesson of Gamla = Zealots, One God, kill Rome 

- Ezekhias = executed by Herod 

- Jehuda of Gamla = Acts 5:37, sacked Sepphoris arsenal, founded Zealots AD 6, killed by Antipas 

- Jacob and Simeon = both crucified AD 46-48 ->Menachem = Messiah claims in Jer., killed AD66 

- Yair -> Eleazer = escapes AD 66 with 1000 people, all die at Masada AD 73 

* Via Maris = main trade route from Egypt, all the way up coast, thru Mtns and right thru Galilee to Turkey 

 

This is on one hand an unbelievably small place, but on the other, it is an absolute hotbead of: 

1. thought 

2. culture 

3. and traffic 

 



• Matthew 4:18-22 

Again, what do we already know about this relationship? 

Knew each other for almost a year, followers of John, kind of even pseudo following Jesus already 

In Winter and Spring, fish were looking for warmth 

The “Peter’s fish” or Talapia as it is called suffer in cold water, so they surface where the natural springs or Mim Chaim 

come out which exist right at Capernaum 

 

• Matthew 4:23-25 

 

(save discussion on Synogogue) 

 


